
                                                                              





Native Landscape
Native plants and animals sustain the environment on which we 
ourselves depend. By planting native species in your wetland, 
you are providing an excellent opportunity for our native birds, 
insects, and other wildlife to thrive in the habitat they need. 
Seeds from your native species can travel throughout the 
watershed, promoting a healthier community environment.

environment — the climate and conditions of this area. Natives 
are therefore easier to grow and require far less maintenance than 
their non-native counterparts.

Native plants can provide year-round color and texture in your 

berries in the summer, deep colors in the fall, and contrasting bark 
and branch patterns in the winter are just some of the diverse 
characteristics of the many native plants available.  

Use the chart of plants inside this brochure as a guide to 
select species that are ideal for your wetland and native to 

Pennsylvania. They are beautiful, 
easy to maintain, and they 

attract wildlife. 



Joe-Pye Weed
Eupatorium �stulosum
Blooms Aug.to Sept.
Light shade
Wet to moist soils
Attracts bene�cial insects 
Herbal uses
Zehr, Je�

Swamp Milkweed
Asclepias incarnata
Blooms June to July
Light shade
Wet to moist soils
Attracts butter�ies
Marcus, Joseph A.

Nine bark
Physocarpus opulifolius
Blooms May to July
Full sun to part shade
Wet to moist soils
Bloodworth, Stefan 

Red Osier Dogwood 
Cornus stolonifera
Blooms May to July
Full sun  Wet to moist soils
Very high wildlife value
Gray and silky dogwood 
shrubs are also good 
choices for wet areas
Very hardy, white �ower 
clusters in spring, fast 
growers, berries for birds, 
and thick vegetation
www.co.washburn.wi.us

Sedges
Carex stipata 
(awl sedge) and 
Carex stricta 
(tussock sedge)
Dense ground-
cover, thrives in 
wet soil
Wildlife habitat
and food source
Lavin, Matt

Arrowwood
Viburnum dentatum
Blooms May
Full sun to full shade  
Moist soils
Dark blue fruits in fall 
High wildlife value
Loughmiller, Campbell 
and Lynn 

Gray Dogwood 
Cornus racemosa
Blooms May to 
July
Full sun  
Wet to moist soils
Very high wildlife 
value
Vick, Albert

Wetland Threats
Among others, the non-native plants below grow aggressively, dominating and crowding out healthy native wetland plants. Infestations can result in a sharp decline in biological diversity. As native 
food and cover plant species are completely crowded out, the life cycles of all of its inhabitants, from native plants to insects, birds and animals are threatened. 

District       . Extreme caution is necessary for using any herbicides, particularly in sensitive riparian and wetland settings. Check with your local watershed specialist 

Kortrijk, K.  
(above)
Riet, L. (left)

Cinnamon Fern
Osmunda cinnamomea
Full sun to shade
Wet to moist soils
Cinnamon-colored fertile fronds
Moist, acidic soils
Mohlenbrock, Robert

Winterberry Holly
Ilex verticillata
Blooms late May to June
Part shade
Wet to moist soils
Showy berries in winter
High wildlife value
G         ood colonizing shrubs 
for stream banks
Bruso, George

Highbush Blueberry
Vaccinium corymbosum
Blooms late May to June
Light shade
Wet to moist soils
Multi-stemmed
edible berries
 Fall color
High wildlife value
Bruso, George

Red Maple
Acer rubrum
Blooms late March to
April
Full sun to full shade
Moist soils
Adapts to a range 
of moisture conditions
Good fall color
Wasowski, Sally and Andy

Swamp White Oak
Quercus bicolor
Blooms in May 
Light shade
Wet to moist soils
Large tree with very high 
wildlife value

 Good wetland oak

Mohlenbrock, Robert

Pin Oak
Quercus palustris
Moderately large tree from 70 to 90 feet
Dark green to deep scarlet leaves in fall
High wildlife value
Mohlenbrock, Robert

Although nature has the ability to tolerate and even compensate 
for natural disturbances in a wetland ecosystem, there is a limit to 
the amount of stress it can endure before it collapses. 

In addition to the introduction of non-native (exotic) plants, 

polluting. The destruction of the vegetation results in loss of 
critical habitat and destroys the delicate balance of life in the 
wetland. 

In Pennsylvania, wetlands are protected by state regulation. 
C C Contact your ounty onservation 
District before removing any 
vegetation or disturbing any soil 
around or in a wetland. 

Purple Loosestrife
Lythrum salicaria
Proli�c noxious weed
Angular stalks, square in 
outline
Leaves which are
in pairs that alternate 
at right angle and 
are not serrated
Up to three million seeds
from a single plant
Seeds germinate in moist 
soils after overwintering
Plant can also re-sprout
from pieces of root left in 
the soil or water

Common Reed
Phragmites australis,
Tall, tasseled grass
Crowds out native species
Exudes a toxic acid from its 
roots  that destroys 
neighboring plants

 
before applying any chemicals.
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For more information contact:

www.watershedcoalitionlv.org
Watershed Coalition of the Lehigh Valley
4 Gracedale Avenue, Nazareth, PA 18064

http://www.watershedcoalitionlv.org



